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FLATHEAD JOINT BOARD OF CONTROL  

Special Meeting Minutes  

ST. IGNATIUS, MONTANA 

November 22, 2013 

 

PRESENT 

Flathead: Wayne Blevins, Bryan Bohn, Shane Orien, Trent Coleman, and Jim Baker 

Jocko: Boone Cole, Kerry Doney and Roger Christopher 

Mission: Jerry Laskody and Jerry Johnson and Paul Wadsworth  

Member at Large: Ted Hein 

Consultant/Attorney: Jon Metropoulos 

Staff:  Johanna Clark  

Project:  Absent 

 

CTO: 11:00 A.M.  

 
Pledge of Allegiance was conducted.  

 

Agenda Item #1 – Referendum Results 

 

Attorney of Record Jon Metropoulos provided an update on referendum results. A majority of the 

Mission and Jocko Irrigation Districts voted to stay under the majority of the Flathead Joint Board of 

Control. The majority of the Flathead Irrigation District voted that they did not support staying under the 

majority of the Flathead Joint Board of Control. Judge Manley’s order stated that the referendum was not 

binding and no one has challenged it at this time.  

 

Agenda Item #5 – BIA Meeting (Commissioner Boone Cole, Attorney Jon Metropoulos)  

 

Attorney of Record Jon Metropoulos provided a report on a meeting called by the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs to discuss a succession plan. Commissioner Boone Cole and Attorney of Record Jon 

Metropoulos attended the requested meeting in Portland, Oregon. The Bureau of Indian Affairs will 

reimburse the parties for their attendance. Those in attendance were: Stanley Speaks, two deputies, Travis 

Garden and David Red Horse. The meeting date was prior to the referendum results and all parties 

understood. They agreed to speak again the following week once the results were gathered. The Bureau of 

Indian Affairs communicated flexibility on the future make-up of the cooperative management entity 

board. Jon submitted an email to Duane Mecham with the Department of Interior, providing a status 

update on the meeting.  

No agreement or action was taken at the meeting, attendance was purely for discussion. 

 

Agenda Item #3 – Jocko Irrigation District $36,000.00 transfer from O&M to Admin.  

 

Chairman Wayne Blevins provided a brief description of money transferred from the operating and 

maintenance accounts to the administrative account. Chairman Blevins questioned the Jocko Irrigation 

District as to how they planned on repaying the maintenance account. Commissioner Kerry Doney 

responded that he was unsure where those exact figures came from. Commissioner Roger Christopher 

stated that if the district plans on repaying the debt, the district will need to wait until the district has been 

approved budget and that report. Commissioner Jerry Laskody questioned Commissioner Christopher, 

asking what he meant by using the word if. Commissioner Roger Christopher responded that it is the 

district’s intention to repay the maintenance account at the earliest timeline. Commissioner Jerry Laskody 
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questioned the executive manager on how the district has gotten to this point. The assessment for 

administrative fees does not seem to meet the irrigation districts expenses. Commissioner Shane Orien 

questioned the Jocko district for how much money is still due for current attorney fees. Commissioner 

Boone Cole commented that he has made multiple requests for the billing statement, and has not received 

any return communication. 

Chairman Wayne Blevins commented that in fiscal year 2008 the irrigation districts were advised by 

Alan Mikkelson that they could legally borrow from the maintenance account. Since that time it has been 

found that the MCA does not support that action. Commissioner Jerry Laskody questioned if the county 

approved of such actions by previous board members. Patti Kugler from the Lake County Treasurer’s 

office message the board to inform them that the county serves only as the banking financial institution 

for the irrigation districts and that adherence to the MCA in regards to finances falls upon the irrigation 

districts. Commissioner Jerry Laskody recommended that the district have a plan on how they will repay 

the maintenance account. Commissioner Kerry Doney recommended forming a committee to review and 

provide an update to the board at a later date. Attorney of Record Jon Metropoulos questioned if the 

committee would be responsible for both item 2 and item 4 of the current agenda. Public in attendance 

questioned the board and the district on whether expenses needed to be approved in a public meeting. 

Skip Biggs questioned the district on who held the secretary position at the time of the transfers. 

Commissioner Kerry Doney responded that first a significant period of time the irrigation district operated 

with one Commissioner. The public requested that some amendment to the bylaws or operating 

procedures of the board be made to protect the districts from such activity in the future.  

 Commissioner Jerry Laskody moved to form a Committee to assist in forming a repayment plan 

for the Jocko Irrigation District – (Recommended commissioners for committee: Commissioner 

Bryan Bohn, Commissioner Boone Cole and Commissioner Paul Wadsworth.) Commissioner 

Kerry Doney 2nd. Motion Carries.  

Commissioner Jerry Laskody reported that a public meeting will be held to present the board’s 

findings on this matter. Dick Erb commented that assets and liabilities did not show on the current fiscal 

budget to include the current office space. Chairman Wayne Blevins commented that assets and liabilities 

were not on the topic for discussion at this time. 

 

Board recessed until 11:40 a.m. 

 

Attorney of record Jon Metropoulos questioned the Mission Irrigation Districts if it is still there 

intention to pull from the Flathead Joint Board of Control. Commissioner Kerry Doney stated the results 

from the referendum for the Jocko Irrigation District were false due to conversations he had had with 

individual irrigators within his area. He believes the wordage of the referendum with confusing and that 

irrigators were voting against the current assessments for the district. Commissioner Jerry Johnson 

reported that it is the intention of the Mission Irrigation District to pull from the Flathead Joint Board of 

Control as well. 

 

Agenda Item #3 – 2014 FJBC Budget/Finances 

 

 Commissioner Jim Baker moved to approve a committee to work on the 2014 Fiscal Budget. 

Commissioner Jerry Laskody seconded the motion. Motion carried.  (Committee will consist of: 

Commissioner Jim Baker and Commissioner Shane Orien) 

 

Lloyd Ingraham presented a document for review to the board members. Attorney of Record Jon 

Metropoulos responded that the request including full financial disclosure of the Mission and Jocko 

Irrigation District to include expenses incurred by Alan Mikkelson would have to be worked on at a 

further date. He commented that the districts were represented by separate counsel. Commissioner Jerry 

Johnson commented that when the committee met they would formulate all of those documents the public 

with you. Lloyd Ingraham questioned the board it was their intention to disclose those documents since 
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they were specific and open for public review. Commissioner Jerry Laskody commented on the upcoming 

dissolution of the Flathead Joint Board of Control, stating that the district needed to have a specific plan 

of operation prior to pulling the board. He does not believe the district will be organized sufficiently prior 

to December 15 of 2013. Jon S questioned the board on the dissolution of the CME; this action will 

dissolve that entity in his opinion. Attorney of record Jon Metropoulos responded that the past meeting 

with the Bureau of Indian affairs and the discussion of a succession plan was due to that topic. He agreed 

that dissolution of the CME is a pertinent issue. 

The public questioned the board on the requirement of a two thirds vote to pull from the Flathead 

Joint Board of Control. Attorney of record Jon Metropoulos states that the MCA dictates that it requires a 

majority of the commissioners to take such action. Commissioner Jerry Laskody commented that it 

requires a random to joining as an entity that does not require a referendum to remove such an entity.  

 

Agenda Item #4 – Final Expenses for the Irrigation District/Budget Amendments 

 

Public questioned the board on the status of employees upon dissolution of the Flathead Joint Board 

of Control. (i.e. Jon Metropoulos, Johanna Clark) Commissioner Jerry Laskody commented that the four 

commissioners have instrumented this and has no plan or answers to provide to the public. Public 

questioned if there was the possibility of some form of the legal writ or temporary restraining order that 

would cease the four commissioners from being able to pull from the Flathead Joint Board of Control. 

Ross Middlemist commented his dissatisfaction with the current actions of the Mission and Jocko 

Districts as well as his frustration with the raise in Administrative Fees with no clear explanation to the 

public for the reasoning. Commissioner Kerry Doney responded that the assessment affects his property 

as well. Ross M. responded that the choice was the Commissioners at the time they took the action. 

Member at Large Ted Hein questioned a comment made by Dick Erb, asking what is the irrigation 

district’s plan regarding the CME. Nowhere in the transfer agreement does it disclose how we are going 

to move forward. Commissioner Jerry Johnson responded that Jon Metropoulos discussed the issue 

earlier. Member at Large Ted Hein asked if they planned on renegotiating the contract. Commissioner 

Jerry Johnson responded that no new negotiation would be needed. Ownership of the project water rights 

was questioned by the public without the existence of the FJBC. Chris C. stated that the BIA has the 

option of nullifying the CME and reassuming the project and those preemptive measures need to be taken.  

John S. questioned if there were any specific laws dictating the amount of time required prior to 

pulling out from the Flathead Joint Board of Control. Attorney of record Jon Metropoulos responded that 

the law does not specifically dictate a specified amount of time. Lloyd Ingraham questioned the board as 

to whether this information had been presented to the District Court. Commissioner Jerry Laskody agreed 

that presentation to the District Court is a viable option and that it is the board’s opinion that such actions 

should not take place. He does not believe that they can pull from the Flathead Joint Board of Control on 

December 12 and call themselves and irrigation district with no plan of operations. Public once again 

question the option of filing for an injunction. Dick Erb recommended that there be an agenda item in the 

December 2013 meeting listing the assets and liabilities of the Flathead Joint Board of Control. Ed W. 

voiced his frustration that this dissolution seemed unorganized and rushed.  

 

Meeting was adjourned @ 1:30 p.m. 


