
FLATHEAD JOINT BOARD OF CONTROL 
Special Meeting Minutes 

ST. IGNATIUS, MONTANA 
February 11th , 2015 

PRESENT 
Flathead: Wayne Blevins, Paul Guenzler, Shane Orien, Bruce White, Trent Coleman 
Jocko: Boone Cole, (John Trimble, Kerry Doney — Absent) 
Mission: Tim Orr, Gene Posivio; Jerry Laskody 
Member at Large: Ted Hein 
Consultant/Attorney: Bruce Fredrickson and Kristin Omvig (telephone) 
Staff: Johanna Clark 
Project: Absent 

CTO — 2:00 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance was conducted. 

Chairman Jerry Laskody briefly explained the rotating chair for the Chairman position as per the 2015 
FJBC Bylaws. Chairman Laskody commended Commissioner Boone Cole for his previous work as Chairman of the 
FJBC. 

Agenda Item #1 — Appropriating additional funds for the FJBC lobbying effort in Helena 

Abigail St. Lawrence joined the meeting by teleconference. Chairman Jerry Laskody provided a brief 
explanation of responsibilities by St. Lawrence on behalf of the board. Commissioner Boone Cole was welcomed to 
address the board and public concerning the current agenda item. Commissioner Cole asked that St. Lawrence 
would be able to speak to the additional needs. 

St. Lawrence recommended the board consider hiring a P.R. individual to provide documentation to the 
legislatures as well as an additional lobbyist based out of Helena. Member at Large Ted Hein questioned the number 
of Clark Fork legislatures were needed to be of focus. St. Lawrence responded that eight was the approx. number. 
Commissioner Bruce White questioned the salary need. St Lawrence responded that the P.R. would be $12,000 
while the additional lobbyist would be $10,000.00 for the remainder of the session. Commissioner Tim Orr 
requested the names of the individuals for consideration. 

St Lawrence responded that the P.R. consideration was Margaret Morgan and the additional lobbyist was 
Gary Forrester. Chairman Jerry Laskody question Commissioner Shane Orien, Secretary/Treasurer as to whether 
funds were available in the current budget for additional services. Commissioner Shane Orien briefly described the 
purpose of line items within the budget and from his research, this board is close in comparison to expenditures from 
2010. Commissioner Orien stated that he had been contacted by the public who expressed concern over the amount 
of tax payer funds being spent on litigation and to stop the 2015 CSKT Compact, adding that he had also been 
questioned about the compensation of the office personnel. 

Commissioner Orien explained that Executive Manager Johanna Clark was paid at a higher rate due to her 
abilities and trained that assists the board. It is Orien's opinion that there are sufficient funds available to the board 
to hire additional consultants should they see fit. 

Public Comment: Ed Warheim questioned whether compensation would be monthly or at the end of the 
session. St. Lawrence was unsure of the requirements for contracting. Trudy Samualson questioned the P.R. 
responsibilities and what the information would contain. (i.e. paper, electronic) St Lawrence responded that the cost 
estimated would include everything required to get information to the legislatures. Gene Erb questioned if charges 
had been filed against Chaz Vincent or those associated with implementing/pushing this in his opinion, illegal 
compact. 

John Dark commented his support of hiring a lobbyist to assist in stopping the 2015 CSKT Compact. Giles 
Gordon questioned why the board is taking action on what seems to be against the majority opinion of the irrigators. 
Commissioner Boone Cole responded that Mr. Giles knowledge of American government needs some education and 
that this board is a duly elected form of government. Commissioner Shane Orien again stressed that this board is not 
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spending more money than historically has been spent. Commissioner Orien added that previous boards did not 
openly disclose their actions but this board is dedicated to allow public to interact with their elected officials. 
Chairman Jerry Laskody stated that the power is in the election. Commissioner Shane Orien responded that 
additional parties are not releasing information that should be available to the public. Commissioner Tim Orr 
motioned to the 2015 CSKT Compact stressing the mere size of the document. Commissioner Orr stated that 
appendices to the Compact were not released until just recently. 

Commissioner Boone Cole thanked John Dark for his support and added that the concerns of the FJBC has 
been ignored up until this point and it is this boards responsibility to negotiate a good Compact or defeat a bad one. 
Commissioner Cole believes that the money available to the board will never be better spent than it is now and that 
we cannot do worse than this Compact in his opinion. Chairman Jerry Laskody stated his support of spending the 
money now to do anything within this boards power to stop the Compact and that there are never any guarantees. 

Susan Lake responded that the issues should be about irrigation water and that recent concerns expressed 
were information contained within the old document. Lake does not believe that the board is properly educated 
regarding information securing water use for the irrigators within the project. She believes that if the board wins, 
there will be less water available to the irrigators and she is discouraged by the current behaviors of the 
Commissioners. Commissioner Bruce White questioned Susan Lake if the abstracts in the back the 2015 CSKT 
Compact have changed at all with recent negotiations. Lake responded that they had not changed to her knowledge. 
Commissioner White stated that the amount of water is the exact same as it was in the first Compact with the only 
change being that is now a river divergence allowance instead of a farm turn out allowance. The total amount of 
water is exactly the same. 

Lake responded that the total amount of water is over 300,000 acre feet and that information put out to the 
public needs to be accurate. She stated that yes the Compact is over 1500 pages but that no other Compact has gone 
to legislation with the appendices attached to it and that the Compact is actually only 69 pages. Commissioner Shane 
Orien responded that he had unverified information that upon verification would be released to public supporting the 
concern of the current board. Susan Lake responded that she did not have any trust for Commissioner Orien nor his 
representation of the irrigators. John Swenson stated his support of the current actions of the FJBC and defending 
the rights of the irrigators. He does not want to be removed from under State law and placed under some foreign law 
that as of this date is still unknown. 

Gene Erb questioned the additional abstracts attached to other Compacts and if they would be beneficial to 
review as it compares to the current 2015 CSKT Compact. Chairman Jerry Laskody disagreed that the board should 
focus time and effort on researching additional documents. Wayne Scammond commented that the belief of the 
board that irrigators are electing a majority that does not support the compact is incorrect due to the fact that 
Commissioner Paul Guenzler was just recently elected to the Flathead Irrigation District and he support the 2015 
CSKT Compact politically. Trudy S. stated that the 1855 date is still a junior water right to the tribe and that it has 
been admitted that there is 50 years of data that has been discounted as irrelevant. She believes that the in-stream 
flow requirement within the Compact is higher than what the EPA requires and that with the change from FTA to 
RDA, there is a significant amount of water lost prior to it reaching the farm. 

Commissioner Tim Orr commented on the board that will be in charge on managing the water on the 
reservation. (CITT) He does not believe a board in Helena, Montana has the knowledge or experience to 
successfully manage the water and the project. He believes it can only be done on a more local level. St. Lawrence 
left the meeting due to additional legislative appointments. Chairman Jerry Laskody asked that the meeting get back 
on topic. Bryan Bohn stated his support of the current board action. Member at Large Ted Hein commented that he 
cannot justify spending another 10,000 on Gary Forrester and that the board should negotiate the fees. 
Commissioner Bruce White questioned if they could be hired on a monthly basis and only use the service as the 
board needs something. 

Chairman Jerry Laskody commented on previous events in Helena related to the past version of the 
Compact and that it would be better to hire them for the duration of the session to protect any other activities from 
taking place that could be detrimental to the issues. Member at Large Ted Hein responded that if they are hired 
temporarily it would allow the board to terminate the contract of they are found to be insufficient. Commissioner 
Tim Orr questioned the legal counsel as to their opinion of whether there was a need for further lobbyist efforts. 

Attorney of Record Kristin Omvig and Bruce Fredrickson stated that they would defer that decision to St. 
Lawrence due to her being there in Helena and seeming to know what is needed to accomplish the board's goals. 
Fredrickson stressed the importance of a good P.R. campaign in Helena to consist of small factoids to provide to 
legislators. Sheila V. questioned if the figures were negotiable. John Dark stated that 12,000.00 is drop in the bucket 
compared to the million spent by the tribe with the Virginia marketing firm. Bill Slack recommended the board hire 
the additional consultants. Chairman Jerry Laskody commented on the six silver bullet rule that is available to the 
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legislatures in Helena. Roy V. commented his support of hiring additional consultants. Commissioner Boone Cole 
commented on a bill introduced by Rep. Bob Brown for the purpose of defending state based water rights and he 
recommended that we support Rep. Brown's efforts. Wade Shepard commented that if St. Lawrence is asking for 
help, the board should pass a motion and get it done. Wayne Scammon responded that the board needed to stop and 
work together to get the Compact passed. 

Commissioner Shane Orien commented on the negotiations historically and that there were individuals who 
were trying to ensure that irrigators received less water. (i.e. email correspondence) 

• Commissioner Boone Cole moved to engage Gary Forrester for a maximum of ten thousand dollars 
($10,000.00) to lobby for the FJBC for the 2015 legislative session and was 2' by Commissioner 
Wayne Blevins. 

• Motion Carried (7-3) — Commissioner Paul Guenzler and Commissioner Trent Coleman against. 
Member at Large against. 

• Commissioner Boone Cole moved to engage Margaret Morgan for a maximum of twelve thousand 
($12,000.00) for informational P.R. work/product to legislatures for the 2015 legislative session and 
was 2" by Commissioner Wayne Blevins. 

• Motion Carried (8-2) — Commissioner Paul Guenzler and Commissioner Trent Coleman against. 

Meeting was adjourned @ 3:20 p.m. 

FJBC Special Meeting Minutes 
February 11, 2015 	 Page 3 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

