
Flathead Joint Board of Control of the Mission, Jocko and Flathead Irrigation District(s) 

Special Meeting Minutes 

January 23, 2015 
PRESENT 

Flathead: Wayne Blevins, Paul Guenzler, Shane Orien, Bruce White (Trent Coleman-Absent) 

Jocko: Boone Cole, Kerry Doney (John Trimble-Absent) 

Mission: Tim Orr, Gene Posivio; Jerry Laskody 

Member at Large: Ted Hein 

Consultant/Attorney: 

Staff: Johanna Clark 

Project: Absent 

CTO: 3:00 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance was conducted. 

Chairman Boone Cole questioned recording devices. Commissioner Shane Orien recommended 

that Valley Journal Reporter (Megan Strickland) ensure her quotes are accurate in future articles due to 

public meetings being recorded. 

Agenda Item #1: Public Relations Personnel 

Chairman Boone Cole invited Commissioner Jerry Laskody to provide a brief explanation of the 

board's need for a public relation official. (i.e. 2015 CSKT Water Compact) Commissioner Laskody does 

not believe that pertinent information is reaching neighboring communities and that a P.R. individual 

would be able to release 2-3 press statements each week assisting the board in providing factual 

information to the public. (A resume was provided for a Missoula contact for board consideration.) 

Commissioner Kerry Doney stated that the FJBC represented more than one political opinion 

and that funding an individual to release information perceived as anti-compact would not be 

appropriate unless equal information was provided for those who were in support. Commissioner Shane 

Orien responded that the past FJBC board was supposed to be representing ALL irrigators years ago and 

in his opinion, their lack of representation has placed the current board in this precarious political 

position. Commissioner Jerry Laskody commented that each individual irrigator cannot be represented 

within this board, only the majority. 

Member at Large Ted Hein responded that this board represents democratically and that he 

disagreed with spending additional irrigator tax revenue by hiring an additional staff member when 

Executive Manager Johanna Clark is fully capable of completing the needed tasks. Commissioner Gene 

Posivio questioned how information would be approved prior to being released. Commissioner Jerry 

Laskody commented that the board would approve the information as it related to the resolution 

recently passed. Member at Large Ted Hein recommended that legal counsel needed to be included in 

the process. Commissioner Gene Posivio agreed that Executive Manager Johanna Clark was completely 

knowledgeable and should be granted the opportunity to perform as P.R. official along with her normal 

duties. (A work product example was provided.) 
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Member at Large Ted Hein requested that Johanna Clark speak to her abilities and future plans 

for information release. Executive Manager Johanna Clark provided a brief statement explaining that by 

utilizing her office, it would safe monies within the current 2015 budget. Commissioner Jerry Laskody 

commented that time is of the essence and that the tribe/supporters are flooding the public with mis-

information. Commissioner Shane Orien commented that this board has the truth on their side. 

Chairman Boone Cole questioned the time availability with Clark's current responsibilities for the 

board's needs. Commissioner Bruce White stated his agreement with Clark's abilities, questioning the 

media contacts available. Commissioner Jerry Laskody disagreed stating that the board needs to have 

experienced assistance immediately. 

• Commissioner Shane Orien moved to hire Executive Manager Johanna Clark as the FJBC Public 

Relations Representative for the Flathead Joint Board of Control with an additional operating 

cap of twenty (20) hours per week (current pay scale) and was seconded by Member at Large 

Ted Hein. 

• ** Commissioner Tim Orr amended the motion to include amending Executive Manager 

Johanna Clark's employment contract from part-time to full-time with Board approved 

overtime as needed. 

Public Comment: Frank Delgado recommended a budget for such responsibilities and that the board 

review numerous qualified candidates. Susan Lake commented that those opposing the 2015 CSKT 

Compact have been busy and that the current board has already spent significant funds (i.e. Engineer, 

Metropoulos and multiple groups) and the board is representing themselves not the majority of the 

irrigators. Lake believes that the FJBC concerns with the Compact have been addressed and that money 

needs to stop being spent frivolously. 

Julian Lopez commented that the board needed to do everything in its power to stop the 

Compact now and not after it has been approved at a state level, adding that the PR individual needs to 

represent the board from a neutral position. Lopez does not believe that current media sources have 

done appropriate job relating the issues. Chairman Boone Cole called for a vote on the motion. 

• Motion Carried. Commissioner Kerry Doney opposed. Commissioner Jerry Laskody abstained. 

Agenda Item #2: Accounting Services for the FJBC (CPA) 

Executive Manager Johanna Clark requested that the Commissioners consider hiring an 

accountant part-time to review financials before the upcoming audit. Commissioner Shane Orien 

responded that the board needed to interview additional firms to conduct the FJBC/MID/FID/JID Audit 

due to unacceptable rates to perform the requirement. Commissioner Gene Posivio commented that 

the local school district pays over $20,000.00 per year in audit related fees. 

• Commissioner Gene Posivio motioned to review/research and engage an accountant to assist 

with a yearly review of the FJBC and separate irrigation accounts. (Motion died from lack of 
2nd) 

Chairman Boone Cole commented that a motion was not needed at this time and the subject 

matter would be review and agenda'ed for a later date. 

Meeting was adjourned. 
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