
 

FLATHEAD JOINT BOARD of CONTROL 

MEETING MINUTES 

ST. IGNATIUS, MONTANA 

April 8, 2013 

PRESENT 

Mission:  Walt Schock, Paul Wadsworth, Jerry Johnson 

Jocko:  Kerry Doney, Roger Christopher, Boone Cole 

Flathead: Wayne Blevins, Paul Hunsucker, Bryan Bohn, Jim Baker, Trent Coleman 

Member-at-Large: Steve Hughes 

Consultant:  Jon Metropoulos  

Staff:  Lindy Tachick 

Project:  Gordon Wind 

Visitors:  See attached sign in sheet on office copy 

 

The Meeting was called to order at 11: 05 

 

Chairman Schock asked for additions or corrections to the Agenda.  He reserved the right to change agenda if 

needed.    

 

A motion to approve the minutes was made by Jerry Johnson.  This motion was second by Kery Doney.  All 

approved 

 

Motion to approve the check register and budget that Lindy handed out was made by Wayne Blevins. 

Motion second by Jerry Johnson.  All approved. 

 

Old Business:  Jon commented on item D, regarding the Commissioner-at-Large position first.  He stated 
that people could submit information to the Board to apply for that position and that at the first regular 
meeting after the Commissioner elections the Commissioner-at-Large would be appointed.  So that 
appointment will happen at the regular May meeting on the 13th. Anyone interested in that position 
should contact the office to make that known, and if they like they can fill out a questionnaire or submit a 
letter stating their interest.  Concerning elections, SB 252 was passed by the Legislature and has become 
law.  It makes all irrigation district elections on a per acre or fraction of an acre basis.  One vote per 
acre.  This changes the voting from the former system of one vote per 40 acres or fraction of 40 
acres.  The Flathead Compact bill was introduced late in the session, on March 25, with a hearing on the 
27th.  It did not pass.  Rep. Dan Salomon introduced an alternative bill that he drafted with help from all 
parties to try to bridge the gap, but it did not pass either.  Another bill, SB 265, extends the Compact 
Commission and is still alive in the process. The FJBC's emergency appeal in the WMWUA v. FJBC case 
was successful.  The written opinion is not available yet, however, so exactly what the Supreme Court 
ruled is not yet known.  Concerning the Referendum which the Districts authorized in January, Jon 
presented three options: 1.  a Resolution, 2013-2 postponing the Referendum until the appropriate time in 
light of the fact there is no Compact yet; 2.  a Resolution, 2013-3 reversing and rescinding the earlier 
Resolutions to conduct a Referendum, and cancel it; 3.  a Resolution, 2013-4 asking the Lake County 
elections Administrator to begin the process to conduct a mail-in ballot Referendum under the statute, 85-
7-1712, MCA.  Each District would have to adopt a Resolution, just as each District adopted the original 
Resolution to conduct the Referendum. After board discussion none of the options were adopted and the 
issue was tabled until a later date."  
 

 

Staff report:  Lindy explained she needed a $.40 assessment to pay bills not the $.30 she posted in the agenda.  Paul 

Wadsworth made a motion to do the $.40 assessment from the districts to pay bills.  The motion was second by 

Wayne Blevins.  All approved.  Lindy informed the Commissioners that the IRS audit was still ongoing.  She gets a 

request from the agent monthly.  He is questioning how the commissioners are paid.  He feels that they should be 

employees and not contract labors.  She explained that a few things could happen if this is his ruling.  A new quick 

book program would have to be purchased or the employee’s payroll could be done by a CPA.  Back payments 

would also have to be paid for all commissioners.  She thanked the Board for the purchase of the new computer and 



informed them she also upgraded the internet service with Blackfoot, instead of finding a new internet service so e-

mail address was not changed.  She informed the Districts in their file packet was the AFAudit to be signed.   

Lindy commented that, the board had 2 credits on accounts: 1. Ronnie Davis CPA, and Montana State Fund from 

the audits that she had done.  Lindy has been working on an Office manual since the one in the Office was very 

outdated.   Paul Wadsworth informed the board about the recorder which he had purchased and was being used 

today.   

 

Break/Lunch: Noon 

Back in session: 12:37 

 

Gordon’s reported: As of the first week of April higher elevation in the Mission range is about 90%, lower 

elevation is 50 to 65%.  Right now looking at the valley high and low 84% to 93%.  Jocko/Little bitterroot about 

74%.  O & M Crow pump installed working on inlets and outlets.  Replacing turnouts.  Constructing a pipeline for 

Camas 12C8.  Burning ditches. K Canal fixed. Tabor gates: brass ring repair,  

This is repaired, will need to check in fall.   Water season: April 15th not enough coming down from mountain.  

They will keep checking on this.   

 

New Business: Paul Wadsworth passed out an Interim FJBC Meeting Policy for the Commissioner to review.  This 

will be addressed at the May meeting.  Jon will look into some legal issues that were addressed about this.  The 

proposal reads:  Meetings shall be open to the public, except for executive session to discuss personnel or 

litigations issues.  Any person wishing to present a complaint, comment or any other matter to the FJBC Board must 

request to do so to any FJBC Board member or the Chairman at least seven days prior to the meeting.  The request 

must include a written description of the matter to be brought forth.  Requests for placement on the FJBC meeting 

agenda are subject to the board approval at each meeting,  Complaints involving the FIIP manager or comments 

delivered to FJBC board members will be given to the FIIP manager by the FJBC board member at least seven day 

prior to the meeting.  Public comment maybe restricted to written comment delivered to the FJBC with in seven 

calendar days following the meeting the comments are directed to.  No cameras or recording devices shall be 

allowed in FJBC meetings without approval of the FJBC Board  

 

Public comment: was taken at this time. Public comment was recorded and is available to the public at the cost of 

reproduction. 

 

Chairman Schock thanked everyone for coming and for their comments. 

 

The Meeting adjourned at 2:15 

 

 

APPROVED                                                     , 2013 

Walter Schock, Chairman: ______________________________________ 

M. P. Wadsworth, Secretary: _____________________________________ 

 

 


